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- Venomous Exhalations, i 


Romans, Chap. I. b. 16. 

For I an not atme of the Goſpel of bg, for it is 
4 Powerof 60 D to Salvation, to every one that 
believeth, to the Jew firſt, and alſo to the Greek. 

the Mutability of Worldly Affairs in 


\ their inmoſt Receſſes, let him, be- 


ſides his Daily Experience, reflect on What we 
ſee above us, and what is here on Earth below. 
Firſt, Ihe Moon, which never appears to us 


with the ſame Alpect, ne us with an admi- 
ature of all Sublunary 


rable Draught ot the 
Things. Every thing that is near, or under the 
dun, abſolves its courſe at ſtared Times :fome Stars 
change their Places, or vaniſh from our fight, 


and in their rooms appear new ones, or at ſeaſt 


ſuch, as we never obſerv'd before. From a flow 
Collection of compuſtible Matter in the Air, 
by degrees k indled by Motion are produced fiery 


Comets, the Terror of the Timorous Multicude; 


and Theſe, after having app while, vaniſh 
again with ſpeed. The Ar ine. utefted wich 
. the unmercitul Mur-- 
derer both of Man ad Beaſt. R 
Secondly, And now, to comedown from on high; 


What is the Earth but a Theatre of Change- 
ahleneſs, and Viciſlitudes? The for Monar- 
cChies have been; and of all that Power, Which 
has coſt che Lives of ſo man 
lands, nothing is left, but a faiar Remembrance. 
in Hiſtory ; And n 
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Hundred Thou-' 


And not tenmemion in particular 
Fa 4," 406 * W | ; 


= = 5 — oO oh " CEE — 


. 4 m + ml + a4 


DUR, 010 XY hd +. row 


Hg 
* 


. 
che Empires, Kingdoms, and Republicks; it 
ſuffices, that, howfoever Glorious and Flouriſh- 
ing they were in themſelves, nevertheleſs they 
are, as it were in a Perſpective, vaniſh'd, und 
for many Ages paſt; have been buried in the 
On ſuch a changeable World Man is forced to 
hve! Seared on high, he often falls into an 
Abyſs of profound Humiliation. By Death (to 
fix our former Poficion) he is ſubject to a cer- 
tain and an unggoidable Otiauge The fame 
Nature; chat progured him an Entrance into 
the Wold, prepares alſo his Exit. Dying robs 
the Bothes of their Ornament, difpertes Riches, 
pulls Wikdom from the” Altar, throws down 
Learning into the Grave, and eondemns the 
meiſt Eloquente Tongiies to an Eternal tende. 
Chentians, above all others, as ha vink nd id 
Manfion: here, are therefore Strangers in the 
Warld;. onty travelling and toyting to fesch the 
Gates of Fternity. And fome among themhre 
lil mere emincently ſo, as related to, and de- 
pending; upon the occaſions of others. It Was 
the Fate of the Prmidive Ohriſtians, that the 
Faitntul were forced co fly from Place to Plage, 
to ſhelter chemſelves, according to the Predi- 
com of cheir Great Mater Jeſus, againſt the 
Tyrannies of Few and  Heathens, The ſume 
Destin underwient likewiſe thoſe, that as Am- 
batfadors of che Adeſſiab, by preaching the'Gol- 
pel, were to 4dify the World, and ſerved new 
thele, chen other Churches, but more eſpeei- 
ally, Where they found ce greateſt Pròſpect of 
emarging che Kingdom of Okrift, Far de fe 
om gur Thoughts, char thoſs, whe" Cary | 
prenah che Goſpel among the Chriſtians, ſhonk 
compate chemfelves to choſe Divine Champions 
bor the/Crols'; N W og ifiihisthey * 


(Ca. - 

| | aid to agree wich chem, that often they arc 
Hi ſubject to the ſame Changes. Theſe leſſe 
Stars ſometimes quit their Places, tho' they re 

| main on che Firmament of the ſame Church. 
13 And this is the State, in which I find my ſel, 
who never thought before to undergo. fo gre. 
a Change, as to ſerve a Church beyond ti 
Limits of my Native Country. But true is th. 
Say ing, Man may purpoſe, but ic is GOD th 
. If oles., . Here then, I am ready tor th: Mt: 
fick time, after my being chaten your Teache 
3 as ſuch. to commence my Duty, opemy de- 
claring, that if ever I aſcended the Pulpit wit". Wh 
concern at my Heart, and trembling Joints, 
is at this time; eſpecially when 1 conſider bot. 
my Youth, and the Burthen, that is laid upon 
my Shoulders: Neverthelefs I have undertaken WM, 
this great Work in the Name of the Almighty, 
28 diAruſiful of my ſelf, as confiding in his A 
„ ſiſtance; wherefore with the Royal Muſician, i 
|" . Pſalm, 1 lay, I will lit up mine Eyes un 
{ | the Hills, from whence. cometh: my belp. My belp 

meth from the Lord, that made Heaven and Berth. 
8d Poul then, that great Apoſtle, whoſe II 
1 _Eeffons, (GOD willing) are often hereafter 
. furniſh us with Matter, ſhall lead che war. 
BIT with his Words fo becoming a Chriſtian Hero, 
juſt now read to your Attention. 1 
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Aſter that the Apoſtle chen in the beginning 
of this Epiſtle; had Characterisd himſelf wich 
the Great Title of a Serwane f FESUS CHRIS 7, 
and one, call d to be an rt ſeparated unto 1: 
Goſpel of GO D, which he bad promiſed before by /': 
Prophets in the Hoh Seriptures, concerning his; Sen. 
A Chapter of mighty Conſequence !: Then ie 

Demonſtrates it, becauſe G 0 D bimfelt, 
raiſing. him from the Dead, had founded t! 
Truth: Which in relation to himſelf * the 
2 N 1 n h . 5 Uree 
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urer ; becauſe he had feen him after his Re- 
urrection, and had receiv d of him, Grace and;j;dpo- 
leſhip for Obedience to the Faith among all Nations for 
js Name, to Which thole likewiſe belong d, that 
vere at Rome; for which Reaſons he pronounces 
yer them the Apoſtolick Bleſling. Hereupon 

e deſires, . 8. That they would reſt wy al- 
ured of His Love, ſhewing them, how he daily 


he WhinkdG OD for them all, through JESUS 
Ii CHRIST That their: Faith was 1poken of 
the hroughout the whole World Nay, morcover 
ee great was: his Affectiou, that without ccaſing 
de. e made mention of them in his Prayers ; making 
1 WW equeſt, that by the Will of G 0 D he might 
„itt length ſee them, 7o impart to them ſome Spiritu- 
Ot! , and to aſſure them of the Verity of this 


my 

eclaration,he will not have them to be ignorant, 
ow oftentimes he purpoſed to come unto them ( but 
as let hitherto) Thatihe might baue ſome Fruit a- 


nong them alſo, even as among other Gentiles ; where 


«4 to the Unwiſe. It was beſides of great con- 


ern, that they ſhould know, chat what was in 
0 m, and what GOD had laid up in him by his 
ter pirit, was for the Service of thoſe, that were 
V1): Rome, to preachithe Goſpel. And that now 


hey might not in che feait doubt of this, or 
ink, that he would diſtruſt himſelt in the Me- 


ung opolis of che Whole World, the Centre of all 
wit .man Wiſdom and Power; ſo he ceftifies his 
57 ML onftancy, and Undauntedneſs for the Service 
| 70 - the Lord Jeſus; ſaying For 1 am not aſham d 
y 5 :1;; Goſpel of Obriſt; for it is the Power of G O D 
5 to Fal wee ion to every one that believeth, to the Je 
1 ne : 


eſt,” and allo to the Greek. 


day chen to examine theſs Words, we ſhall 
t3'» Wonſder three Things. e e 
* 7 J. N A o | I. The | 


woe 


pre he call'd himſelf every one's Debtor, both ta 
be Greeks, and to the Barbarians, both to the Wife 


(6). 
E The bold Declaration of the Apoſtle, o 
his not being aſhamed of the Goſpel. 872 
II. The weighty Reaſon which he gives fo: 
it, raken from the Excellency of its Doctrine 
for it is the Power of GOD with Salvation, &c. 
HY. We ſhall conſider the Particle for, rwic. 
made uſe of in this Verſe. © 
The Speaker then here is Paw, the Great A 
oſtle, and whmediate Ambaiſador of Chriſt. 
rom a Wolf become a Sheep, from a Perſe 
.cutor a Profe ſſor of the Chiittian Religion, anc 
from a Servant of the Fewiſh High Prieſt | 
Servant to the High. Prieſt of Heaven; if bc 
fore he had Perſecuted him, and his Followe: 
with Fire and Sword; now be is kindled wit). 
another Fire, and more Aealwus to raiſe, cha 
before he had been to extinguiſh Chriſtianity 
now fully as faichful for the Service of FESU+, 
as before he had behaved hamifels in chat of Cz: 
bas, cr his Party. Now he cndeavoar'd t 
Ca the Fews and Heathens, and the moſt cru 
Enemies to his Name, under his. Obedience 
and travelling through the molt famous Citie 
he every where erected 'Frophics to thus. Lor 
and Matter, and brought innamerable Mult 
tudes to the Faith of Chriit,  4then;, Cormith:: 
Epheſus, and other renown d Cities, having 
ready receriv.d the Faith; RN was yet remair- 
ing the Empreſs of all Nations, thas way dt! 
Scepter of the World, which he tikewile . 
viſit, and bring under che Yoke of Jeſs 2: ir 
Proof whereot he tells them, I am not afham: 
Ce. The Word Geſpel or Evangelium, commo 
ly ſigtüfies a good Meſſage, or glad Tydine., 
which any one receives: But thereby in the Bo 


of the New Teſtament is hy Excellency und 


tod, that glad Tydings and comfortable Me 
unge of the Grace of GOD in ſeſus Chriſt, 


which Remiſſion of Sins, aud the Communton 
with God by Blood, are publiſhed to the mite- 
rable Sinner, for the incftimable Merits of the 
Son of God. And in chis the Gofpel differs 
from the Promiſcs of Old; they indeed promis d 
the Remiffton of Sins, and that they ſhould not 
be counted to them; but it was after the Re- 
demprion, Which Was yet exbected from the 
Methah; but the Gofpet pubtifhes the Remiffion 
of Sins, according to the Riches of God's Grace. 
The fir Preaching whereot was reſerv'd for 
the Son; char Was to declare that Righteouſneſs and 
Salvation to the great Congregation, Vial. 40. v. 10. 
Preach good Tyding s unte the Meek ; bind up the broken- 
hearted,” and prorlumm the acceptable Tear of the Lord, 
Ha. 63. . 1, 2. Hear how the Prophet fers it 
forth in the 52d Chap. v. 7. How beautiful upon 
be Mountains are the Feet of him, that bringeth good 
Tidings, that publiſheth Peace, that bringeth good HDi. 
dings of Good, that publiſheth Salvation, that ſaith 
unto Sion, Thy God reigneth ! What Wonder is it 
then, char theſe glad Tydings in ocher. places 
bear the game of the Word of Life, Words of Sal- 
vation, and he good Word of God? Accordi 

ro the Language of the Propner, Mica. 6. V. 8. 
Fe bas ſheared thee © Man what is Good, Even 
ooo, by which, and for Which, God will 
he reconcited. Theſe are rben the true goed Tydings 
eon, more welcome, than a draus ht of 
eons ater 70 a Thirty Soul. And chat no Bedy 
wender ar tuch good Tydings, the Apoſtee 
thews what it reſts upon, and who has produc'd 
n,calng che tancthsGolp:! of Chrilt, he leads 
us cothe Son of God. God was minifeſted in the 
Nee, juſfofied in the Spirit, ſeen of Angels, preached 
wnto-the Gentiles, believed on in the World, and re- 
cv & into Glory, x Tim. 3. v. 16. To him this 
great Teacher afcribes the Goſpel, and he may 
ter 4 iuſtly 
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„ 
juſtly. be call'd the firſt Cauſe of it, and the 
Foa of Salvation: For he has not only 
with the Father from Eternity taken, and con- 
firm'd the Council of Peace, to give Peace and 
Salvation to Sinners; bur he was likewiſe the 
firſt Meſſenger of theſe Tydings; not only in 
Paradiſe, when he declar'd to our firſt Parents, 
That the Woman's Seed ſhould. bruiſe. the Serpent. 
Head; nor upon Mount Zinai, where he ſpeaks 
the living Words to the Sinners, and calls out, 
I am the Lord your Cod; but more -efpecially, 
when he walks upon Earth, andthere Preaches: 


| Look unto me, and be ye ſa bed all the Ends \of the 


Earth. Bur morcover, is he not the very. Foun- 
dation of the Goſpel, on which chefe glad Ty- 
dings are built? For verily, if Chriſt Was not 
come into the World, and to his Father be- 
come obedient to Death, even the Death of the Croſs; 
and ſo had given his Life a ranſom for many, Matt. 
20. there could have been no Guſpel But now 
Chriſt was come into the World tg fave Sinners, 
become their Pledge to his Father, and ſo 
wrought an Eternal Deliverance ; God would 
have chis Goſpel publiſh'd : Nay, what elſe are 
the Contents of it, bur Jeſus Chriſt, on whoſe 
Blood it is founded? Mind but the, Language 
of the great-Goſpel Preacher, every where; 
who preached Chriſ? crucified, deſired to know nothing 
but Chrift, and him crucified. The Teſt imony of Fe- 


ſus is the 1187 of the Prophecies ; as Was writ of him 


before. Juſtly then calls St. Paul this Goſpel, 
the Goſpel of Chriſt. r wil 
Is it Wonder then, my Beloved, that the Apo- 
ſtle was ſo ready at Rome likewile to Preach this 
Goſpel ?, Is it Wonder, that ſo wnconcern'd he 
dard maintain it among the Wiſeſt, and Politeſt 
of Men? No: Here he finds the Wiſdom and 
Strength of God, and ſees the World brought 
* X Rn | (EY Over 
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over to the Obedience of the Faith. Juſtly there- 
fore he ſays ; I am not aſham'd, &c. & Are 
aſham'd, tor Things, which are either Diſho- 
neſt, or Scandalous in themſelves, or at leaſt 
counted co be ſuch ; when we commit Things, 
that agree not wich our Calling, or Station, or 
that are contrary to the Laws, either Human, 
or Divine: Theſe then produce Shame in all, 
where there is but the leaſt ſpark of an Hondu- 
rable Mind remaining; which is occaſion'd 
from our Judgment of the Scandal committed. 
But nightly to underftand che Energy of this 
Phraſe, we mutt Note; That it is a Figure in 
Rhetorick, by which we intend more, than we ex- 
preſs, made uſe of by the moſt Eloquent Orators, 
when they ſay leſs than they mean, and ſo leave 
a Sting in the Minds of their Audience. 

But let us now examine ; it there were not 
ſeveral Reaſons, that might deter Paul from 
Preachingat Rome, and render him Ignominious 
to the World. | 

. It he look'd upon the Maſter, which he 
ſery'd, whoſe Doctrine he was to Preach, it 
was no Perſon of Quality in the World, that 
with the Glory of Human Wiſdom, Riches, or 
Power, dazled the Eyes. No, my Beloved. If 
he had come in time of the greateſt Danger,ac- 
cording to the expectation of the Earthly-mind- 
"ed Fews; it Sword in Hand he had appear'd 
With a Crown on his Head ; and as a Prince in 
Proſperity, that had made Paul, inſtead of an 
humble Apoſtle, the ſucceſsful General of his 
Armies, then he needed not ro have been a- 
ſham'd of his Charge: But now he ſerv'd a 
Maſter, that with an abject Appearance cover d 
his Divine. Luſtre, that had had no Eſteem 
ſhewn him; no Eaſe, or magnificent Atten- 
dance, but was meanly born and bred, chaſed 

Pk | . out 


| ( ro) 
dut of his Native Country, and, afrer having 
liv'd in 8 at laſt as a miſerable Wretch 

dy d on the Cro | * | 

2. The Doctrine which he was to Preach, 
ſeem d to have nothing tempting in it, only con- 
triv d in Praiſe of Croſſes and Calamities. To 
relie upon a Jeſus that was Crucified; to offer 
our ſelves and all what we have up to him, to 
tread the World, and all Earthiy Things under 
Foot for his Sake; to be contented under the 
heavieſt Afflictions, and only to conſice in thoſe 
Goods, which he had promis d, chat were in- 
viſible, co come, and to be enjoy d in another 
World. It might be a Doctrine, Whiek con- 
tain'd the higheſt Wiſdom of God, but this Wit- 
dom would not be known, but regeeted by 
Thouſands. | 

3. This appears; if we look further, and con- 

ſider, to whom he was to Preach chis Doctrine 
of the Crofts ; he was become a Debtor to Few: 
and Heathens, Greeks and Barbarians, People, 
that no berter than their Gods, on whom they 
look'd as the Protectors of their Crimes, were 
blinded with Prejudices, that were puſſed up with 
Worldly Wiſdom, and drown'd in Voluptuouſ- 
neſs, would ſcoff at and ridicule this Doctrine. 
And more eſpecially was this to be fear ar 
Rome; the Reſidence of the Ch, the Sear of 
the great Ones, the School of Orators and Phi- 
lofophers, the Queen of Cities, but likewiſe 
the Slave of the moſt abominable Idolatries, and 
Errors in the whole Earth: That City, aboun- 
ding with Riches, Dignities, and Trophies 
where all manner of Human Learning and 
Sciences flouriſh'd, was not like, in the midi 
of her Height and Proſperity, much to relifth 
the Doctrine of the Croſs, of Meeknels, Con- 
tentedneſs, Patience, and Humility; nay, it 
RY | was 


e) 
was to be fear d, that ſhe ſhould rather join al 
her Force, and Wifdom, to oppofe the publiſh-- - 
ing of it, and hinder its Growth. | 

Theſe indeed were great Obitacles, that to 
the Eye of the World would have daſd any 
other but Paul: Bur no: He ſays undauntedły ; 
Fam not aſhan'd' of the Goſpel of Chriſt. His Lan- 
guage is like that of David, concerning the Fe- 

imonies of God, of ho he was not afham'd to 
peak before Kings, Pſal. 119. w. 46. in the ſame 
manner, as he advifes his beloved Son, 2 T7. r. 
g. noe te Fe aſham'd of the Tefttmony' of the 

Ford. Bur when was it, that he was thus ſtreng- 
then to lay down all Shame 5 Ir was in his 
going to Damaſcus, wherr being yet a young 
rozring Lion, he was met by the true Sampſon, 
and conquer d by him, turd into a Hhvre of 
Sweet Honey, that is a choſen. Veſſel; or, when 
like a Halaam, ready to Curie God's People, he 
was ſtopt by. the Angel of the Covenant, and 
changed into an Inſtrument of Blefiing. Fhen 
ie was, that he was kindled 1 * Holy Fire, 
to NA down all Shame: In à Word; it is as if 
the Apoſtle ſhould fay ; This Goſpel, winch 1 
Preach, is Glory and Joy, my Crown and 
my Shield of Poldgeß Let them be aſham'd, 
that commit ſhameful Actions: Let che Priefts 
of Ceres, char hide cheir ſictitious Fables from 
the People, be aſhanrd': Fer at Kome the Sooth- 
fayers be aſham'd, that could not look upon one 
another withour Laughter ; becauſe their whole. 
Religion was bur a meer Cheat. In the Front 
of the Temple of the Egyprians was a Sphinx 
cut our in Stone, to reach the Patlers by, that 
their Body of Divinity was hidden, and only 
conſiſted in Riddles and Myſteries, which nor: 
but their Kings and Prieſts were to unfold: 
Their Harpocrates and Zigalions, {ct over the 


Doors 
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eee) 
Doors of their Sanctuaries, were Boys, that with 
their Fingers {queez'd their Lips; an Emblem 
to teach em, that their Myſteries were not to 
be reveal d. What elſe, was the Cauſe of this, 
but that they were aſham'd of *em, and thought 
it not adviſeable they. ſhould be brought to 
Light? This was not Paul's Caſe ; He would 
Preach his Doctrine publickly, and ſer ic torth, 
even at Rowe, in its full Light. . + ww” 
O ſtrange Alteration |: O bold and incom- 
rehenſible Confeſſion, concerning the Goſpel 
hat holy Fire, and wonderful Power. muſt not 
be lock d up in this Meſſage dt Grace; for 
Paul, to ſay, that he was not aſham q to profels. 
it; conſidering his Converſion had been the 
Ruin of his Eſtate, and the Cauſe of his Diſ- 
race among the Feu? Inſtead of being below d 
5 em as before, he was now the Object of cheir 
atred, and Curſes; Firſt he was eſtœem'd, but 
afterwards cover'd with Kepreach ; formerly 
reſpected in the Palace of the high Prieſt hut 
afterwards ſhun'd like the Peſtilence, and as 4 
Maleta&or bound; firit counted 4: wile; after- 
wards a mad Man: In ſhore, Chrift had made 
him loſe all ; Goods, Friends, Honour, Repu- 
tation ; bur ſo much Comtorr he found in che 
Goſpel, that he ſet the Grace of Chriltagainit» 
all Misfortunes ; the Honour of the Apoſtle- 
ſhip, againſt all the Caiaphas's, and Nes; the 


Converſion of ſo many Souls through his Ser- 


vice, againſt all che Triumphs of the Roman 
Emperors ; the Confolation of the Spirit, a- 
gainſt all che Joy of the World; and the Glory, 
which was yet to be reveal'd to him, againſt all 
preſent . Theſe were the ftrong. 
Reaſons, why he was not aſham'd of the 
Goſpel. | . | 


To 


a * 


. 

To conclude. Paul knew his own Condition; 
as to the Vindication of the Goſpel, he knew, 
how it contain'd the firſt, the ſureſt, and ſub- 
limeſt Truths, and more eſpecially the grand 
Doctrine of Salvation, and our Reconciliation 
with God. He made known unto them; That 
God, ſaving his Fuſtice, as become the God of 4 
Sinner ; that every Sinner, laying hold of the ſtrength - 
of God, Jeſus Chriſt, bad Peace with God. In ſhore, 
he Preach'd God's Power and Willem, and that 
in his Calling, with which God had dignity'd 
him. | 

It is needlef(s to prove this any further from 
the Word of God, ſince in the Sequel the Prince 
of Apoſtles himſelf urges and confirms ir fo 
ſtrongly, when he goes on and ſays: For it is 
the Power of God to Salvation, to every one that be- 
lieveth. By Power he would not have us under- 
{tand here the Omnipotence of the Lord, God's 
Power, which is in God, as an Eflential Attri- 
ute of his Divine Nature, from which he is 


calbd che Lord Almighty; 2 Cer. 6. 18. But 


Power ſignifies here, by a figurative way of 
ſpeaking, the powerful means of God, by which the Je- 
hovah works Wonders. Very we.) cheretore fays 
Paul, 1 Theiſ. 1. v. 5. For our Goſpel came not unto 
you in Word only, but alſo in Power, and in the Holy 
Ghoft. How admirably is this fer forth by the Apo- 
ftle Famer, 3. v. 18. Of bis own will begat he us with 
the Word-of Truth, that we ſhould be a kind of firſt 
Fruits of his Creatures. 
= And obſerve, my Beloved, whether this has 
not its force in che Goſpel. | 
I. Thus Gcd bas been plcas'd in this Doctrine, 
for a help to Godiinels, ro ſer before us, as 2 
ihining beacon of Life, the moſt pertect Exam» 
ple of his Son, after which we might regulate 
our Actions. If in the 7ewiſ Religion, to 
| {par 


. 

ſpur them om to Goodneſs, an Alrabam, u Foſeph, 
1 Moſes were ſet before their Eyes; if 2 
terns of Virtue the Greeks carried about, as at 
were in Triumph, a Socrates, an Ariſtides, u 
 Phocion; the Romans, a Camilizs, à Cato, à Scipio; 
Paul brought to Light a Doctrine, in which 
the Sun f Righteouſneſs, and the Light of 
Life wich bright Beams were ſeen to ſhine: 

the Luſtre of which the Light of the moſt Emi- 
nent Perſons was but a Twilight, if not a mere 
Darkneſs. For this Reaſon, 'our.gaviour is cal. 
led the Way, and the chief Leader of our 
Faith: | Se a 

2. The Goſpel is ſuch a Power, becauſe it 
comforts us with the ſureſt Hope of God's Mercy, 
in the full Forgiveneſs of Sins. The true For- 
giveneſs of Sin, the real Juſtification, by which 
ve are treed: from everlaſting Puniſhment, and 

a right co Eternal Life, is no where to be 

und, but in the Doctrine of the Goſpel; and 
that by Vircue of the Precious Blood,; which ge- 
Aſus has ſhed, not only to ſeal the Guſpel, but 
likewiſe to reconcile us with God. . 
3. Hereby comes the Promiſe of God's ſpecial 
Ailiitance and Strengthening, to All, that ac- 


- - cording to his Goſpel will ſerve him; here God 


promiſes the Faithful the Spirit of his Son, which: 
is ſtronger than the Spirit of the World, ana 
the Gifts of the ſame, ro enlighten and;gomfert 
us in Godlineſs, not by Drops, but enrireaemeams 
to be poured into our Heart. 
4. A greater Power yet derives the Goſpel 
from the plain Promiſe of a happy Reſurrection, 
of which the Fews, but more eſpecially the 
_ Heathens, had ſo little Knowledge and Aſſu- 
'rance; Was Cato ſurpiz'd, when he read Plato's 
Book about the Immortality o the Soul? Could 
Rome wonder, when her Poets ſpoke of the Ely- 


ſian 


—— 


(15) 
fan Fields, her Philoſophers and Orators of 4 
thadow of Immortality ? uy then ſtiles Paul, 
ſpeaking to the Romans, the Goſpel « Power of 
God, by which God had given them the moſt 
precious Promiſes, and fer forth Eternal Life 
in its full Luſtre. | 
F. Laffly; The great Power of it appear'd 
by the ſealing of its Promiſes in the moſt effica- 
ctous manner; to this end God mov'd Heaven 
and Earth; he made his Son thew his Authority 
over the whole Creation, the bright Sun, and 
- viſible Heavens dloarth themſeves in Mourning: 
at the Hour of his Death, and Nature her feif 
pays him the laſt Office: Then, which was the 
Hinge, on which the whole Fabrick turn'd, 
rais'd his Son from the Dead, giving him the 
Keys of Hell and Death, and the higheſt Power 
in Heaven and Earth. 1 
O ineſtimable Goſpel, to which the moſt 
elevated worldly Wildom is Folly ; that cap- 
tivates, and ſubjects all to the Obedience of the 
Faith | And, What makes this Power of the 
Goſpel fo comfortable, is the glorious Fruit of 
the fame, wiz. to Saluation. O bleſſed Ulſeful- 
neſs of the Goſpel, that gives Salvation to Souls! 
Here Paul extols the Goſpel beyond all worldly: 
Wiſdom; which, how great ſoever, could make 
no one Happy; for the wiſeſt of che World, 
with all cheir Subtilties, are periſn Their 
nice Speculations, and moſt 'elaberate Thoughts 
might procure em Bitecm among Men: But 
as to Salvavton, they were utterly deſtitute of 
the Knowletlge of thoſe ways. But the Fruit of- 
the (Goſpel & Salvation; nay, in this it & exal- 
ted ubove the Law, that was writ in Tables of 
Stone, and unable to jufliſie any One, as being 
the Miniſtration of Condemgarien, 2 Cor. 3. 


the Law works Wrath, condemns, and gives 


Know- 


wells wy dr Irene © <4 — 4s eat rn E 
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Knowledge of Sins, but the Goſpel is a Power 
of God to Salvation, and ſubjects Man to Jeſus 
Chriſt for their Preſervation. \. Q7 
But, that none ſhould think, that here the 
Apoſtle lanches out too far; becauſe the Goſ- 
| is to ſome «a ſavour of Death unto Death, viz. 
to thoſe that Periſh; fo he limits this Power of 
the Goſpel, when he goes on, and ſays, That, 
tho” it is the Power ot God to Salvation, yet 
it is only fo, to every one that belie eth; he cir- 
cumſcribes it to Believers, who wreceiv'd him 
in their Hearts, and are by Faith ingrafred in 
him. To theſe only it is 4 Power of God to Sal- 
vation : And no Wonder; for Faith is the only 
means, by which we can embrace King Jeſus, 
and through him enjoy Salvation. Therefore 
he that is deſtitute of Faich, and, by the Word 
that is preach'd, receives it not, cannot ſay, 
that to him the Goſpel is a Power of God to 
Salvation. Mark the Regſonings of the great 
Publiſher of the Goſpel ; 1 Cor. 1421, For after 
that in the Wiſdom of God the World by Wiſdom knew 
not God, it pleaſed God by the fooliſhneſs of Preaching 
to ſave them that believe. Let us hear likewite 
what St. John ſays of his Goſpel, 20. 31. But 
theſe are written, that ye might believe, that Feſus is 
the Chriſt, the Son of God, and that believing ye 
might have Life through his Name. . 
All this the Apoſtle ſets forth in the moſt excel- 
„lent manner; ſaying, That it is « Power of God to 
Salvation ta every one that belie wet; ànd this 
again is an Oppoſition of the Ministry of the 
New Teſtament to that of the Old. For the 
Patriarchs were ſav'd through Faith; but this 
was only given to the Hraeliles; wherefore Da- 
vid lays, Pſal. 76. In Juda is God known: His 
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Name is great in Iſrael. Tn Salem alſo is bis Taber- 
nacle and his dwelling place in Sion. But we live 
| ö in 
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(19) FORD 
u the Days of the New Teſtament, God calls 
ow the Heathens alſo. Now the Lord breaks 
„ Chriſt the Mid-Wall of Partition ; now 
he Son of God has nail'd that Enmity to the 
>roſs. Now God calls as well tho ſe that are 
ar off, as thoſe that are near by. | : 
And, that the Apoſtle has his Eyes here upon 
he Days of the New Teſtament, appears by 
he Sequel, where he openly declares it to be, 
firſt to the Jews, and alſotothe Greek. Firſt, More 
SE ſpecially to the Jews, as to which, above o- 
ners, the Meſſiah was promifed, and muſt firſt 
be Preach'd; afrerwards tothe Greek. By this 
Name were deſcrib'd all the Heathens, becauſe 
their Language was the moſt common, and the 
SI Greeks were more acquainted with the Fes, 
chan others. So that now God will be as well 
a God of Uncircumcifion, as of Circumciſion, that 
uſtifees Circumciſion by Faith, and Untircumciſion 
SE brough Faith, Rom. 3. So that God then is no v2- 
Jecter of Perſons, but in every Nation, be that fear- 
Seth him, and worketh Righteouſneſs, is accepted with 
im, Acts 10. Thus fehovah has been pleas'd 
Ito fave.the believing World, by the tooliſh 
preaching of the Croſs, and open the way to 
Eternal Life ; and this the Apoſtle confirms yet 
more, as making it 2 Foundation, on which he 
builds, and the Force of his Reaſoning, by i ſtag 
= the Particle fer: For it is a Power, &c. 
= This, like the Soul of his Reaſoning, compre- 
Ihends the whole Truth; as ſhewing, that long 
lago this had been forerold by Heavenly Ora- 
© cles, and by the Prophets ſer down in the Holy 
Records. 


"ou 


| - Thus the Goſpel had been mark'd out as the 
power of God: Fſal. 45. where it is taken, for 
che Horſe, or Chariot on which the Meſſiali 
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; ( 18 ) 1 
ſhould ride proſperouſiy, and the Sword girt ubs 
bis Thigh. mY * Rod FA bis ftrength out - sien 4 
by which he rules in the midſt of bis Enemies, Pſal. 110 
and Jer. 23. v. 29. it is compar'd to Fire, and : i 
Hammer that breaketh the Rock in pieces. Plal. 8. v. 2 
A Strength ordained out of the Mouth of Babes an 
Sucklings ; it is likewiſe call'd the Arm of God , 
and the Breath of his Mouth, by which the 
Wicked ſhall periſh. Every where, where th!“ 
Word ſhould be Preach'd, People ſhould fa! 
before it. This David propheſy d, Pſal. 45. Thin: 
Arrows are ſharp in the heart of the King's Enemies, 
whereby the People fall under thee. Tt ſhould be al- 
fo like Lightning from the Faſt to the Weſt, as th: i 
- Voice of the Lord, thundering upon the Waters, break i 
ing the Cedars, ſhaking the Foreſts, and making th: 
Hinds to calve upon the Mountains, Pſal. 29. 80% 
the Goſpel is likewiſe repreſented by the Whit: 
Horſe, on which Chriſt rides porſperouſly on th: 
Plains, conquering to conquer. And when thi: 
Sword of the Spirit ſhould be us d in due ſeaſon i 
among the People, it was to cut down all Op- 
poſitions againſt the Kingdom of Chriſt, and 
under his Obedience, to captivate the Thoughts i 
of the Children of Men. E 
So it was likewiſe foretold ; that to the Hea- 
thens it ſhould be Preach'd, and be a Power. 
Gen. 49. 10. The Scepter ſhall not depart from Judah, 
nor a Lawgiver between his Feet, until Shiloh come | 
And to him ſhall the gathering of the People be. Ani 
Pal. 2. v. 8. Ak of me and I ſhall give thee. th: 
Heathen for thine Inheritance, and the uttermoſt. par- 
of the Earth for thy Poſſeſſion. And Iſa. 49. God Þ 
lays of his Son, I will alſo give thee for a Light :: 
the Gentiles, that thou mayeſt be my Salvation unto th: 
end of the Earth. So it was foretold, that the 
Goſpel ſhould firſt be Preach'd tothe Fews 7 for 


(tg) . 

King Jeſus ſitting at the right Hand of Gog 
would ſend the Rod of bis ftrength our of Sion. 
. Pal. ro. And let the Lau of the Faith go forth 


* 


„ef Sion, and the Word of the Lord from Jeruſa- 
nf 4 em. With that Charge to his Meſſengers, that 
' very where upon the Mountains they ſhould 
Hubliſh Peace to the Gentiles: And wicthal re- 
” Wnove the Curtain of the Tabernacle of Zarah ; 
What all her Hoſts might enter without hin- 
Wirance, to fit down with Abrabam, Iſaac, and 
acob, the Heads of the free Church, ar the 
3\h'd-for Marriage-Feaſt of the Lamb. 
The Words of the great Apoſtle being thus 
zxplain'd, it will be neceffary, ro conſider of, 
d repreſent the ſame in their fulfilling. 
= For could Eves behold this Religion in its Na- 


"4 aral Beauty, we doubt not, but it would at- 
+, act the Love and Admiration of every one. 
is I" 1+ the Power of God ro Salvation, the moſt 
on powerful Means, that God ever has us'd, to 
—_— ing Mankind to Salvation. Search all Reli- 
8 ions, turn over all Books, travel all Countries, 
hc. and you Il not find a Book, that can come up 
5" to chat of the Goſpel, no Religion equal to the 
"My Chriſtian. What Doctrine, what Wiſdom, what 
= Religion ſhall I compare to this? 

Jah Shall I ſpeak of the Mabometan Religion? 
"mn {hat makes their Earth their Heaven, and Man 
And 1 Slave to his Luſts? Or all J ſet near it the 
110. Wiſdom of Plato, the Doctrine of Socrates, the 
var! : Morals of Seneca, the Leitons of Plutarch? Or 
God Wal] I ſpeak of the Religion ot Numa Pompilius, 
— which he pretended to have receiv'd of the God- 
. dels Egeria? Or of che Initicutions of Zolon, or 
the Degus, ſo renown'd among the People of 
* Leedemon? No; theſe were all worldly-wiſe 
2 Fools, that deſtitute of the Light of Truth, built 


B 2 upon 


= 


its due Time and Order, and is always us'd oi 


( 0) | 


u weak, and unſtable Foundations, and at! 


diſagreed about the moſt principal Point, thc 


Immortality of the Soul. Tis the Goſp=! 
alone, that deferves the Title of a Power 
of God to Salvation, tis a ſhining Light, 
that in the Night of this Life can clea: 
our Eyes, that from the Deſart of this World, 
can make us ſee into the Heavenly Canaa, 
It is the moſt Holy, the moſt Rational, ani 
moſt Divine Doctrine, - beſides which none i: 
able to enlighten our Underſtandings, ſar- 
ctifie our Affections, raiſe our Hearts abo 43 
themſelves, and above the Earth, and plac: i 
them among the Angels. A Doctrine contair- 
ing the pureſt Commandments, and the moi 
glorious Promiſes, the fitteſt to break down th: 
Force of Sin, and ſatisfie the infinite Deſires of 


Souls. Glorious then was the Doctrine, whici 


Paul Preach'd ; Bleſſed the Ears, that heard thi: 
Trumpet of the Church in the Fleſh ; Blefſc 1 
were the Countries and Cities, where he ſer 1: 


Feet. Bleſſed Corinthus, that by him was en- 


rich'd with more excellent Wealth, than th 
of its precious Metals. Bleſſed Athens, that 1 
3 


.ceiv'd from him a more eminent Wiſdom, than 


that of the World. Happy Country, if it dill 
but know its Happineſs, where this ſame Do 
&rine may yet be publiſh d. | 4 

This is the Treaſure and Myſtery which wi 


ſo long hid; after which the Patriarchs and the 


: 
1 
( 
7 
Prophets long'd ſo earneftly ; and which the 
Angels in Heaven were deſirous the penetra: 
But it was only reveal'd in to laſt Days; i 

leas d the Almighty, who does every thing n 
* 
1 


ſave his moſt perfect Works for the laſt, to co- 
ver this Goſpel, as a precious Jewel, for fou 
thouſand 


—— 
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pe! MWkhouſand Years, under innumerable Types and 
ver Shadows, and to bring it to light, not in the 
bt, i Pe or in the middle of Time, but the 
ear Wait Ages: For no other end, than that Man- 
rid. Kind, convinc'd of the Weakneſs of the former 
aan Means of Grace, ſhould long after more perfect 
and nes, and, having receiv'd the ſame, more 
e i; Wiighly eſteem them. Can any one wonder then, 
Cn hat God, to reveal this ineſtimable Pearl to 


6 b he World, would not make uſe of his ordina- 


ov: | 
lac: Servants, and Prophets, a Moſes, or a Fere- 
air. rab; but his own Son, the molt excellent, that 
no? ver trod on Earth, whom to bring into the 
th: World he had (if I may fay fo) made Nature 
o in Labour ſo many Thouſand Years. 

nich It is time now, to Demonſtrate, how Paul 
thi: ever was aſham'd of the Goſpel, and how it 
fc as a Power of God to Salvation to the faithful 
© i. 7 es and Greek. 


= As ſoon as the Rock of his Heart by the Ham- | 
Wner of the Spirit and Word of God was broke 
own, he was not aſham'd to confeſs his former — 
1 Blindneſs, and to own the Power of chis Word, f 
o thoſe, whom formerly he had ſerv'd in their | 
Perſecutions. He was not aſham'd to thunder 
put this Goſpel to hardned Fews, and graceleſs 
wa entiles, before a Felix, a Feſtus, an Agrippa; no 
che Aſſemblies of Thouſands can hinder him from 
u the letting forth this Goſpel in its full Luſtre. The 
trat: {Wreatelt Wiſdom of - Philoſophers, the moſt 
owerful Eloquence of Orators, nor the Sub- 


ii 
g in{ilty of Scribes could make him aſham'd of cry- 
sd neu this Dodtring . by this he made the Idols 
o co-finiſh, and the . Anſwers of the Hea- 

fou hen Qracles ceaſe. Did ever Satan, or the Fu- 
land of Multitudes erect their Standards againſt 


um, He was never aſham'd to encounter chem 
47 B 3 with 


the Titles of the Trumpet of the Goſpel, 2 


9 
if 
9 


with the Scepter of the Croſs, and, like a Rock 
always remain'd firm in the midſt of the raging 


Waves of Affliction. Till at laſt; to maintain 3 
this Power of the Goſpel, he was not aſham'i 
under Nero, to ſeal the Truth thereof with his 
Death. 2 

This is the Reaſon that the greateſt Ligh:: 
and Teachers of the Latin and Greek Churches 
in the beſt Ages, gave ſuch glorious Teſtimo- 
nies of this Apoſtle ; Characterizing him wit 


River of Eloquence, the Roaring of a Lion, 
and the Thunderer of the Heathens. Chbry/ſo/#:- 
mus compar'd him to the Sun, and complain'd, 
that he could not look up againſt the Beams of 
his Soul. Socrates call'd him che moſt Learned 
Chriſtian of his Time. St. Ferom, a Cabinet of i 
the whole Law, and the Holy Scriptures. A 
guſtinus ſays of him, Let us hear Thunder-Clans 
broke forth from a Cloud; Paul is the Cloud, 
and his Words the Thunder-Claps, that mai: 
us tremble. Some Learned Divines there arc, 
that think, that he was not obſcurely repreſen- 
ted in the Old Teſtament, Gen. 49. v. 27. Ben- 
jamin ſhall raven as a Wolf : In the Morning he ſn. 
devour the Prey; and at Night he ſhall divide 16. 
Spoil. As if this was ſaid of him, born out of 
the Tribe of Benjamin, when he was yet a Per- 
ſecutor. So they find him, Pſal. 68. v. 28. 
likewiſe on the Breaſt-Plate of the High-Priet! ; 
where the Tribe of Benjamin is repreſented by the 
laſt Stone. But in the Foundation of the Hen. 
venly Feruſalem was this Tribe, in numbering 
of them, the firſt named; becauſe Paul has been 
the chief Founder of the Heavenly Feruſalcm. 
How wonderfully likewiſe has God DemonRt: :- 
ted, that the Goſpel is a Power of God to Sal 

; | _ yation, 


6 


ation, when with mean Inſtruments, in Defi- 
rin; ance of the Armed World, and Deſpight of 
tain Satan, and all his Fury, he propagated this Do- 
imd arine. The fame GOD, that at the Sound of 
\ his the Rams-horn, made the Walls of Fericho fall, 
X that with the ſmall Force of Gideon put to flight 
the Army of the Midianites, and gave ſtrength 
to a young David to overcome a Goliab, has like- 
wiſe turn'd rude Fiſhermen into Apoſtles skill'd 
in Languages, chang'd fearful Doves into fierce 
Eagles, nay into young Lions ; and in the 
weakeſt People, kindled an Heroick Courage, 
adding a force to their Preaching ; to which 
all, that would oppoſe it, muſt yield. Where- 
ever thoſe Spiritual Sampſon's ſhook the Pillars, 
the Structure of Dagon ſoon tumbled down; 
where their Trumpets ſounded, the Walls ot the 
Helliſh Fericho were preſently overthrown ; 
where thoſe Heroes fought, the Infernal Crew 
of Midian was ſoon {catrer'd; where they threw 
Stones, taken cut of the Scrip ot the Spiritual 
David, all the Goliabs were thrown down; 
ZW where they poured out the Streams of their 
- Heavenly Eloquence, all Earthly Orators and 
all 5 
2 Where they preach'd the Goſpel, the Idols ſoon 
ut of loſt their Credit. The Heathen Altars were 
Per- quickly Overthrown, Diana at Epheſus ſoon ſlight- 
. 28. ed, and King Jeſus at Rome, in the place of Fu- 
riet; picer Capitolinus, exalted upon the Throne. 
ythe Would You ſce more plainly, how eminent this 
Ha- Power of the Goſpel has been afrewards ? This 
ering we ſee carneſtly inſiſted upon by the Ancients. 
been The Teachers of thoſe Times ſomerimes ask'd 
ſalem, their Enemies, which of them was able to per- 
1ſt:1-W iorm, by che help of their greateſt Sciences, 
Sal- What they ſaw in Children, inſtructed in this 
tion, - B 4 | Word, 


Idolatrous Oxacles were forced to filence : 
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Word, ſhewing them how they excell'd in 
Manners, Underſtanding, Friendlineſs, Fideli- 

and Advice? Sometimes it ſeems incredible, 
what the Fachers ſay, concerning this Point o! | 
the Fruit and Working of the Goſpel ; the, 
ſpeak of it with a force, which is wholly Di- 
vine. Lactantius, ſpeaking to the Heathens, ſaid ; 
Give me what Man you will, of the moſt ma- 
licious Nature, a Slanderer, a Man of Ange, 
Diſſolute, Avariczous, an Adulterer ; and! 
ſhall render him to you, through the working, 
of a few Words of GOD, meek as a Lamb. 
Charitable, Chaſt, Honeſt, and Couragious a. 
a Lyon againſt all Threatnings. Nay, it is un. 
ſpeakable, of what Power it has been among 
fo many thouſand Martyrs, that ' calmly fub- 
mitted to the molt exquiſite Torments. | 

In the Heathen Antiquities there are few * 
Examples of Men, that were alter d by the M. 
rals of their Philoſophers : Of Plato it is obſer- 
ved, that he travell'd three times into Sicilhj, | 
convince thoſe People by his Reaſonings. 1 

But what ye: the Defenders of Chriſt hav: 
urged fo much, was the wonderful Working of * 
the Goſpel throughout the whole Earth, with 
out the Aſſiſtance of Worldly Force. 3 

The Church, which but a little while ago 
was yet lolitary, became a Family full of Chi!- 
dren, Paul had carried it from Feruſalem to Ii. 
lyricum, beſides what was done by others in io 
many Countries of the World, as far as th: 


Indies, Tertullian, in his Vindication of the Chri- 


ſtians, would have this obſerved of the Mirac::- 
lous Power of the Goſpel; when he cried out t 
the Heathens ; we have filPd every thing among 
you, and there is nothing left you, where we 
nave not carried the Goſpel, but your Tem- 
f A ona i . ples: 


(3) 


ples : Thoſe were only for the Idols ; nay, it 


was openly ſaid in thoſe Times, that as there 
was but one Sun in the Firmament that enlight- 
ned all, that ſo likewiſe the Goſpel had ſpread 
its Light and Luſtre throughout the whole 
Earth. Bleſſed Times! When GOD raiſed ſo 
many Lights out of the Heathen Darkneſs to 
enlighten the World. Happy Sight! To ſee a 
Fuſtin out of the School of Plato go over into 
that of Feſws, and from a Learned Philoſopher, 
become a ſound Divine, in the Bloodſheddin 
of Chriſt. How comfortable was it ! To hear 
an Ignatius or a Policarpus upon the Graves of 
Martyrs preach the Crucified Jeſus, to ſee a Cle- 
mens of Alexandria, fix the Standard of the Croſs 
in a Heathen Country; to hear an Athenagoras 
maintain the Reſurrection of the Dead againſt 
the Infidels, or an Origines plead againſt Celſas. 
Bleſſed Times! When an ingenious Irenexr, a 
ſhrewd Nazianzenus, a Learned Tertullian, an Elo- 
quent Chryſoſtomus, and others like them, laid out 
all the Treaſure of their Wiſdom and Eloquence 
in the building of the Chriſtian Temple, with- 
out being aſhamed of the Doctrine of the 
Goſpel. 
But let us go further, and run over latter Days, 
when the Light of the Goſpel, ſo Gloriouſly 
ſet upon the Candleſtick by the firſt Ambaſſadors 
of the Croſs, was afterwards hid under the 
Buſhel of Human Inſtitutions, ard that Power 
of G OD to Salvation by the Antichriſt ener- 


vated with falſe Principles, Errors and Trifles; 


in thoſe Days GOD likewiſe procured Heroes, 
that reſtored the Truth to the Altars, and the 
Goſpel to its full Force and Luſtre. To this 
End he raiſed a Jobn, an Hieronymus of Prague, 
a Luther, a Melancton, that by dint of 3 
8 . e 3525 


(26) 
ſhew'd themſelves not aſham'd of the Goſpel, 
Behold here the Goſpel from the beginning to 


the end, laid open as a Power of God to Salvation, 
and ſet forth as a Hammer, that breaketh a Rock in 


| fi pieces. | 

* Here then I find my ſelf likewiſe call'd by 
| 1 God to preach the ſame, and by no means to be 
ſl | . aſham'd of the Profeſſion of it. Great is the 


Charge of a Servant of Jeſus Chriſt : For what 
RY is Man in himſelf of unclean Lips, that he | 
1 ſhould treat of the Myſteries of God? Who 3 
are we, that we ſhould watch for the Souls of E. 
others? Who are we, blind Moles, that we 
ſhould ſet God's Light upon the Candleftick, 
and get the name of being Stats in the Firma- 
ment of the Church upon Earth? 5 
And to ſpeak no longer in general; Who am] 
in particular, chat am here choſen the Teacher 
of this Congregation ? Eſpecially if we con- 
ſider the Burden that is laid upon my weak 
Shoulders: The Work, I confeſs, ſeems to re- 
ec more able Ones than mine : Nevertheleſs 
4 I am ftrengthen'd and mov'd to it by many 
144 Reaſons. 
I 1. By a particular Providenge of God, which 
q is lock'd up in many Things, concerning this 
Choice. Beſides, that it has pleas'd the Al- 
4 mighty, when I was in hopes to have employ'd 
my ſelf in the building up of his Houſe in my 
Native Country, quite to alter this Deſign, and 
make uſe of my Service here. 15 
2. I am mov'd by the Lawfulneſs of my be- 
ing choſen in this Congregation, by an unani- 
mous Conſent ; to which I am fully ſatisfied in 
my ſelf, that I have contributed nothing, but 
am enter'd into this Sheep's Fold, through the 
right Door of a lawful Choice; not to ſeek, 
8 b OT 
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or find any Worldly Pleafures, but whar is in 
me readily to adminiſter to you. 

3. One of my greateſt Motives, was the Love 
of the Word of God, which I found in you, 
and the hopes of raifing much Fruit to your 
Souls, together with the Teſtimony of the Kind- 


neſs and Affection, which you have always 


ſhewn to thoſe, that among you work'd in the 
Vineyard of the Lord. | 

So that in all this I plainly faw the Finger 
of God; and the Creator of Heaven and Farth 
ſeem'd to call to me; Riſe and ſtand upon t 


Feet ; for I hae appear d to thee for this Purpoſe 
AR: 26. | 1 


Upon this then, O dearly beloved Congre- 


garion | I offer my ſelf up to you, promiſing 
purely to Preach the Goſpel to rhe beſt of my 
Knowledge. Has Heaven bleſs'd me with any 
Gifts? I deſign to employ 'em no otherwiſe, 
than to the Honour of the Supreme Shepherd, 
and the Propagation of his Holy Religion, on- 


ly endeavouring to teach to every one, that be- 


heveth, of what Condition loever, to value the 
Goſpel at its true worth. 

I hope that thoſe, that are of Power amongſt 
you, I ſhall teach in this Doctrine of the Croſs, 
to ſeek after the true Greatneſs; and make 
thoſe that are Learned and Wiſe to the World, 
Learned in Religion, and Wiſe to Salvation. 
To you that are Merchants, likewiſe, I hope to 
ſhew the Gold and Silver Mines, and the pre- 
cious Pearl Jeſus Chriſt, in which you'll find 
the greateſt Profit; and you that uſe the Sea, 
the moſt infallible Compaſs, and trueſt North- 


Star, to reach the Haven of Eternal Happi- 


neſs. 


I hope 


( 28 

I hope, moreover, through the Goſpel, to 
enrich the Poor ; to ſtrengthen the Weak ; to 
make the bold Sinner tractable ; the Sick and 
Afflicted, the Widows and Orphans, as well as 
my ſelf, be of comfort, cheertul, and conten- 
ted in all Misfortunes. 

Expect from me no vain-glorious Wiſdom, 
unneceflary Diſputes or Queſtions, to raiſe 
Strife ; in the ſolving of which, the Power af 
God to Salvation does not conſiſt ; Repentance 
and Converſion, Love and Peace with all Men, 
that ſincerely call upon the Lord Jeſus, I hope 
ſhall be the Beginning, the Middle, and the 
End of all my Sermons. To this end I ſhall lay 
before you, God with his Attributes, and Works, 
the wile tempering of his'Juſtice with his Ho- 
li Mercy, in the Reconciliation through Chriſt, 
deliverd up for our Sins, and rais'd . from the 
Dead for our Juſtification ; to teach you, how 
One of the Covenant of God ſhould walk to 
be worthy of this Day of Salvation, 

I hope likewiſe, moſt of all to repreſent to 
you the Mediator Jeſus, with all his Sufferings 
and Offices, that tegard the Work of our Sal- 
vation; the Holy Ghoſt with all his Conſola- 
tions; Hell, with all its Temptations ; Heaven, 
with all its Bleſſings; and the World, with all 
its Vanities ; continually to charm your . Ears 
with a Heavenly Hoſannah; to kindle your 
Souls through the Goſpel, as a Power of God 
to Salvation, and with the Teſtimony of that 
Word, ſo to fill your Hearts, that they may ne- 
ver be aſham'd of the Profeſſion of the Word of 
Chriſt ; but burn, melt, and be form'd accor- 
ding to the Image and. Friendſhip of God. 
To conclude ; I ſhall diligently ſearch into the 
Ways of God in his Sanctuary, repreſented by 
| Em- 


» af S969 


n ** 0 1 -_ OY 
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. 
Emblems and Types, foretold in the Pro- 
phecies, and fulfill d in the Times that are paſt, 
and now haſten to their Perfection in thoſe 
Things, which we have yet to expect. 

I hope moreover not only to Preach to you, 
but likewiſe ro my ſelf, and to be as well a 
Leader, as a Teacher of this Flock. I know 
that I am not an Angel, but a Man, that muſt 
carry the Goſpel in an Earthen Veſſel, ſur- 
rounded with Fleſh and Blood : But confiding, 
that you will not too nicely weigh my Weak- 
neſs, I hope for the reſt, that in all my Actions, 
F ſhall avoid giving any Cauſe of Offence, and 
ſo behave my ſelf, that I need not be aſham'd 
of my Function. 6 

Receive then, Beloved, your New Teacher, 
in the room of him that is Deceas'd, with open 
Arms, and ſhew your ſelf ready to afliſt, as he 
is come hither for your Service. 

From you then, the Elders and Deacons, to 
whom the Care of this Flock is intruſted, L ex- 
ped chat you would receive me with Love, as 
a Fellow Watchman, and Overſeer, and a Mem- 
ber of your Society, and help me both with 
Advice and Deed, and with me have no othe 
Deſign, than the Advancement of the Peaceful 
Truth, and the Welfare of the Publick. For I 
am come to you with the Olive Branch- of 
Peace in my Mouth, to lend a willing Hand to 
the Plough; and together with you promote 
the Tillage of the Field” of God. | 

Now I have yet to turn my ſelf to you all, 
my beloved Congregation, my Crown, and 
Joy, and to deſire leveral Things of you. 

1. If Paul, the great Apoſtle, would be re- 
member d in the Prayers of tho Faithful, fo ma 
J with greater Right recommend my ſelf ro 


yours: 
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Yours : Pray then, my Beloved, that God will 

e pleas'd to pour his Blefling upon me, as for- 
merly upon the Fleece of Gideon; caſt the Beams 
of his Heavenly Wiſdom on me, kindle a new 
Light of Knowledge, a Flame of Zeal in my 
Mind, and touch my Lips with a Coal of his 


Altar, that I may teach the Goſpel with Force 


and Power. b | 

2. It behoves you moreover, to take care 
your ſelves, that you may reap the right Fruit 

om the Preaching of the Goſpel. Be diligent 
in reading, hearing, and Bereans like, ſearching 
the Word of God, and never be aſham'd before 
all the World to own the Religion and Goſpel 
you profeſs. Your conſtant frequenting the 

ouſe of God, ſhall raiſe my Spirit, and in- 
flame my Zeal, and make this Place to me an 
Academy, or School of Exerciſe, plentifully to 
diſtribute amongſt you all the Fruits of Know- 
ledge, which under God's Blefling, I ſhall hap- 
pen to injoy. Think not that this is my Work 
alone, as it you were to {ce through my Eyes, 
and I to be a Pledge for your Souls. No Chri- 
ſtians; would you receive the benefit of my La- 
bour, you muſt all be Apollos's and Aquila s, know- 
ing in the Scriptures, Evangelick Prieſts and 
Levites, your Houſes Churches, your Sons Pro- 
phets, and your Daughters Propheteſſes. Come 


not to Church as to a Theatre; nor let our 


Sermons be to you as a lovely Song of one that has 
a pleaſant Voice, Ezek. 33. v. 32. but to draw 
Food to Godlineſs from what you hear. Would 
you have that the Goſpel ſhould be to you a 
ower of God to Salvation? You muſt em- 
brace it with a firm Faith, a Faith that draws 
your Hearts upward from the World, and con- 
verſing in Heaven, makes you tread the * 
— under 


under Foot. Let then your Light ſhine before Men, 
and become as living Stones to - a Spiritual 
Houſe. | 2 

Living thus, we ſhall add a Luſtre to our 
Religion, raiſe our Heads with Honour, and 
hoiſt up our Flag of Peace with Fruic and Joy 
in the World: Then ſhall the Goſpel not be 
to us a Savour of Death unto Death, but a Pow- 
er of God to Salvation. Then I ſhall not have 
Preach'd, nor you have heard in vain : Thus I 
ſhall ſee my Labour bleſs'd from on high, and 


this Church ſhoot forth like «a Tree planted by the 


Rivers of Waters. Then ſhall the ſupreme She- 
herd keep and preſerve this Flock, and after- 
wards carry up to Heaven from a Militant to a 
Triumphant Church, in the City of Eternal 
Peace ; where we ſhall behold the Power of 


God to Salvation more plainly, our Bodies 


tranſlated to Heaven, our Souls purify'd, our 
Underſtandings clear'd ; where we ſhall ſee face 
to face God the Father, and Jeſus Chriſt the 
Captain of our Faith, the Shepherd of his Flock, 
the King of his People, the Leader of our Sal- 


vation, in their full Luſtre. I bow then my. 


Knees to God the Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, praying him, that according to the Te- 
nure of theſe Words, you may be fill'd with the 


Streams of living Water, flowing from the 


Power of the Goſpel to Salvation, that you 
may bud forth like Willows near the Warer- 


fide, and without Sin or Shame bear Fruit in 


all good Works, to the Praiſe of his Glory. 
Amen. 
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